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CORN FODDER.
R. P. SPEER.
T o  save poor rusted tim othy hay, and let better fodder go 
to w aste in the corn fields, has alw ays been the rule in the 
west. H ere are a few  facts w hich  are worth considering. I f  
a corn crop is cut when the ears are well dented, (nearly ripe) 
the fodder w ill contain digestible nutrients per ton as follows : 
A lbum inoids 66 pounds ; Carbohydrates 868 pounds, and fat 
20 pounds. T o  cut it earlier, would cause it to be less n u tri­
tious.
On a preceding page o f this bulletin  we stated, that digest­
ib le  album inoids and fats were worth 3.343 cents per pound, 
and that carbohydrates were worth 0.6 cents per pound in 
Iow a. Therefore, a little  figuring w ill show, that a ton of 
good corn fodder is worth $8.08 or $16.16 per acre, as average 
corn fields in Iowa yield  two tons o f field dried fodder per 
acre. In form er years, the average yield  o f hay from tim othy 
m eadows has not exceeded one and one h a lf  tons per acre. 
T h e  digestible nutrients in one ton o f good tim othy hay are 
as  fo llow s: Album inoids 73.4 pounds; carbohydrates 825 
pounds, and fat 20.6 pounds; therefore a ton o f tim othy hay 
is worth $8.08 per ton, or $12.12 per acre. W e find thatthere 
is no difference between the values o f a ton o f good tim othy 
h ay and a ton o f corn fod der; but on account o f the greater 
y ield  o f the latter, an acre o f corn fodder is worth $4.04 more 
than the hay from an acre o f tim othy.
W e should also consider the facts, that corn is w ell adapted 
to  our clim ate and not liable to suffer from fungous diseases ; 
w h ile  tim othy crops are injured frequently by rust. L ik e  
tim othy hay, corn fodder has a wide nutritive ratio and 
should be fed w ith w heat bran, oil cake or som ething w hich 
is rich  in albuminoids.
T h a t it  is very hard w ork to m ove corn fodder from the 
fields to the barns or stacks, is the principal excuse w hich  is 
offered for a llow in g  it to be w asted. A s m echanics m ake 
heavy w ork ligh ter very frequently by  using levers or dericks, 
can ’ t we m ake the haulin g o f our heavy corn fodder ligh ter
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also b y  im itating them. A  picture o f a very cheap, sim ple 
and practical contrivance for loading and unloading corn fod­
der w ill be found below.
Fasten a piece o f tim ber four by six  inches across the hind 
end o f a hay rack w ith  four bolts. T h rough  the center of 
this cross-piece m ake a two by four inch mortise, in w hich  
insert the tenon o f a four by four inch post s ix  and one h a lf  
or seven feet long, w hich should be braced on each side and 
in front.
Bore an inch hole in the top o f the post ten inches deep. 
G et your b lacksm ith  to m ake a contrivance sim ilar to the 
row -lock o f a boat, or to a clevis welded at the m iddle o f its 
closed end to the end o f a round iron a little  less than one 
in ch  in diam eter and tw elve inches long, w hich  should have 
a  shoulder ten inches from its lower end projecting one h a lf 
o f  an inch to rest on the top o f the post. From  the projec­
tion to the holes for the clevis pin should be ten or tw elve 
inches. T h en  get a strong four by s ix  piece o f tim ber or a 
seasoned oak pole from the woods tw enty feet lon g  and bore 
a hole through it eleven or tw elve feet from the front end 
for the ' ‘clevis pin. ”  Bolt or spike a strong two by four inch 
stud on the top o f the sweep, so that it w ill increase the length  
o f its hind end eigh t feet or more for the purpose o f g iv in g  
sufficient leverage to raise a shock o f one hundred h ills  of
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corn easily. T h e  sweep should be adjusted by w eights in 
front o f the post, so that the front end w ill be a little  heavier 
than the hind end. Fasten ten feet o f rope to the hind end, 
and also a rope w ith a sm all hook on its lower end, to the 
front end o f the sweep w ith a loop, so that it can be moved 
backw ards or forwards in loading. A fter throw ing the for­
ward rope over a shock o f corn and placing the hook over the 
rope, it should be drawn tigh tly  around it before an attem pt 
is made to raise the shock. W ith  this m achine, a man and 
two sixteen year old boys can load a wagon heavily w ith  
corn shocks o f reasonable sizes in ten minutes.
It can also be used for loading green ensilage fodder by 
throw ing bunches o f the fodder on ropes w ith loops in both 
ends. It is very easy to load a second w agon alongside o f 
the one to w hich the sweep is ittached, and i f  the shocks are 
w ell tied w ith binding twine, it is easy also to unload them 
on stacks o f reasonable h igh th  or in the barn. A ll  that is 
necessary to m ake the w ork lig h t and rapid, is a post o f su f­
ficient h ig h th ; sufficient leverage, and a little  practice. I 
have such a contrivance, and I w ill not carry corn fodder up 
a p lank hereafter.
CORRECTION .
A n  error appears on page 390 o f  this B ulletin in g iv in g  
the Com m ittee o f  the College Board o f Trustees on E xp eri­
m ent Station, It should read:
H o n . S. P. Y e o m a n s .
H o n . E u g e n e  S e c o r .
H o n . C. M , D u n b a r .
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